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Chairman’s Report – 
Annual Parish Meeting, 16th March 2020 

Good evening and welcome to Wokingham Without Parish Council’s Annual Parish Meeting. 

The past year has been an exceptionally busy one for the council and overall very productive although, as ever, 

some matters have not progressed as we would have liked. But we are in a good place going forward.  

In general, the activities of the parish are: 

 Activities the council is legally obliged to carry out, such as risk, safety, and financial management. 

 Providing facilities for the community, including halls for hire, looking after Pinewood, the Walter Rec 

and Circle Hill, litter picking, public play areas, security and general communication. 

 Undertaking training to keep up with changing legislation and guidelines. 

 Reviewing local planning applications and raising concerns about environmental matters. 

Whilst the number of residents in the parish is increasing, and this will lead to an increase in the precept 

received by council, we have higher costs in advance of the increased revenue. Where spending has been in 

excess of revenue it has had to be taken from our reserves. Accordingly, the council instigated a plan to 

balance the shortfall between income and expenditure over a three-year period. For Financial Year 20/21 this 

will result in an increase of 8.9% or just over 9 pence per week for a Band D dwelling. Our precept is about 

average within Wokingham Borough. The precept makes up around 44% of our income, with the rest coming 

from rents, hall hire and other income sources. 

We are pleased to see an increase in Grants applications to 23 organisations, with £14,165 being awarded. We 

have also agreed to match funding to Wokingham Sports Sponsorship Fund up to a max of £500. 

Looking now at the general council business this past year … 

 Following the council election in May 2019, we were able to apply for the Local Council Award Scheme – 

Quality status; a recognition of ‘best practice’ in local councils. I’m pleased to report that following a 

thorough review of the council’s policies and procedures, we achieved the foundation level for this award 

in February this year. We hope to build on this and apply for the next stage during this council term.  

 The achievement in gaining our Quality Status was also reflected in our positive and unqualified audit, 

which we achieved following the completion of the year end accounts.  

 In May we purchased the land adjacent to the Memorial Hall. We have not progressed specific plans for 

the site as yet, but initial proposals include additional car parking and development of the natural 

environment. 

 Working with WBC we instigated a fitness class at the Memorial Hall on Wednesday mornings. This class 

caters for the over 55’s and cleverly manages to suit all abilities and fitness levels. Its followed by tea or 

coffee and the chance for a social chat. This has been extremely well received and numbers have increased 

such that it is now self-funded. 

 Work to improve the parish office with extra space and a meeting room has proven to be a long-drawn-out 

and painful saga. Our proposals were first rejected on the grounds that it was too close to the Old 

Wokingham Road, then that it would impact on an oak tree, then delayed due to historic evidence of bats 

roosting in the building. We have now submitted for a very modest expansion which we are hopeful will be 

successful although long delays at WBC mean that we may need to wait until another bat season has 

passed.  

 With regards to the Memorial Hall, some refurbishments have been undertaken and further 

improvements are being considered.  

 The playground equipment adjacent to the Pinewood Hall has been upgraded and substantially improved.  
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 We have recently substantially upgraded the Pinewood car park lighting and we are, yet again, looking to 

try and make the Pinewood car park safer as too many people still ignore the signs. A professional 

assessment will be undertaken with remedial work in the new Financial Year. 

 As part of a program to improve the council’s communication with residents, a review of our website has 

identified that it does not accord with accessibility standard requirements which come into force in 

September. As such, a major upgrade is currently being undertaken. In addition to improving the website, 

the council has re-introduced a regular printed newsletter and is working to build a database for online 

newsletters. Please speak to a councillor if you’d like to sign up to receive our e-news.  

 Fencing around the woodland play area is in disrepair and work will be needed to replace the rotted 

timbers. 

 The parish were selected as WBC’s ‘preferred partner’ for the new South Wokingham Strategic 

Development Location’s Community Hub. This is going to require a significant amount of effort by officers 

and councillors over the next few years. 

 Plans are underway to provide protected storage for 20 bicycles at Pinewood to encourage people to 

reduce their use of cars. 

 We have taken a keen interest in the state of, and location of, footpaths in the parish. This will become a 

major initiative in the future. 

This brings me to the behind-the-scenes work the officers and councillors attend to … 

Much of the detailed business of the council is undertaken in small working groups and routinely by the office 

staff. Where decisions are required these are made at full council meetings. The council meetings are always 

open, and we would be delighted to see the public attend and asking questions of council. 

I am sure you all know that local government business is undertaken in accordance with policies, statutes, 

guides, strategies and plans. These need to be read, understood, commented on and updated. 

A couple of years ago we prepared a Parish Vision and Strategy to form the basis for all future plans and 

expenditure. This is now informing our investment and grant decisions. If you wish to have a copy let the Clerk 

know or download it from our website. 

Following the May elections, the council adopted the General Powers of Competence as we have more than 

two-thirds of councillors elected and a clerk with the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CILCA). This is 

a power of first resort and allows the council to do anything that individuals generally may do.  

Other matters of note include: 

 Inter-Parish Liaison. We work with Crowthorne Parish Council on some matters including plans for the 

new Buckler’s Park Community Hub, major planning applications, community awards, and the Crowthorne 

Neighbourhood Plan. On this point we are progressing our own Neighbourhood Plan and we are still 

looking for residents to join the team. Please speak to the Clerk, or pop into the parish office, if you’d like 

more information.  

 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). To summarise, the CIL is a tax on each new dwelling. Of this ‘levy’ 

15% is given to parish councils to spend on local infrastructure projects. We now have projects identified 

that will utilise the CIL we expect to receive from the Oakham Park development. In the future there will 

be substantial CIL revenue from the South Wokingham Strategic Development Location to the north of the 

parish, however, we anticipate that most of this will be spent ensuring that new residents have the 

facilities and services they need and to improve footpaths and cycleways between the two residential 

parts of Wokingham Without. WBC do write asking us to part fund some of their projects and where we 

can, or think it is in the interests of residents, we make a contribution. 



3 
 

 Each year I talk about our Pinewood Head Lease with WBC and this year is no exception. The legal work 

for the sub-leases are currently with the Pinewood tenants for consideration and we anticipate being able 

to complete the full set of leases in the very near future. 

Talking of the major interest of our times, our built environment … 

We all know that the huge pressure on finding land for housing development locally. Parish councillors are 

very active on these matters by holding our planning officers to account.  

To bring you up to date: 

 A planning application has still not yet been submitted for the 1850 new homes to be built at South 

Wokingham SDL. There have been presentations and exhibitions by the developers over recent 

months and promises for planning applications soon. However, the parish council feels there are still 

no satisfactory answers regarding the impact on traffic flows. 

 The biggest matter of concern to us today is the call for sites for the Local Plan from 2026 to 2036. As 

always some of the sites proposed are unwelcome but on the whole Wokingham Without has been 

spared major plans.  

 Gray’s farm, purchased by WBC for sports pitches for the North and South Strategic Development 

Locations, has been delayed and is subject to a sports use appraisal.  

 The application to build about 180 homes at Ravenswood village was rejected by WBC. We are 

currently waiting to see if it will go to appeal.  

 We continue to work on our Neighbourhood Plan, to ensure that local residents get a say in how this 

community develops over the next fifteen years or so, and following some consultation activities at 

the end of 2019 we hope to make greater progress with this over the coming months. If you are 

interested in getting involved, or want to know more, please do have a chat with our Clerk.  

Equally important to us is the Wokingham Without natural environment … 

Pinewood is a complex facility and always has many issues to be addressed… 

 Our grounds staff continue to manage the Pinewood site in accordance with our Ecological Management 

Plan. 

 We regularly monitor the health of our trees and regularly have work done on them to keep the site safe. 

The tree besides the Pinewood café is affecting now the building and unfortunately needs to come down. 

 The pond at Pinewood is also an important habitat for wildlife. Regretfully over the past year this has been 

severely stressed. During last summer it almost dried out and has more recently has been subjected to 

increased sediment build up, and of course the recent rains have had an impact. We are currently having a 

survey to inform our upgrade plan. 

And now to our people … 

Katy, our parish clerk, is ably supported by deputy clerk Sarah Koudijs and assistant clerk Sharon Way. They 

would be delighted if you popped into the office to have a chat. The office staff, together with the grounds 

team ensure Pinewood offers the best environment for people and wildlife. Our part-time litter picker has also 

been diligently improving the cleanliness of our part of Crowthorne and reporting on fly tipping and other 

issues as he goes on his rounds.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank them all for their good natures and hard work for the parish. 

I would also like to thank our borough councillors (Angus Ross, Pauline Hellier-Symons, and Chris Bowring) for 

their contributions to the parish. In particular Angus for his unstinting efforts behind the scenes at borough to 

bring the plight of Pinewood leases to senior staff attention. 
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The other group I would like to thank is my fellow parish councillors. I am pleased to advise you that we 

currently have a full complement of councillors to undertake council business on behalf of the community we 

serve. As you know, all parish councillors give their time and expertise freely and voluntarily, their only reward 

being the personal satisfaction in doing something worthwhile for the community they hold dear. These 

people put themselves out a great deal and I thank you all.  

On a sadder note, two of our councillors have retired due to ill health. Peter Sturgess, our longest serving 

councillor, will be missed.  

To close, some parish diary notes … 

 We are holding a Community Litter Pick on the 29th March. Please come to the parish office at 10 am 

to collect litter-picking gear and to show your support. 

 

 


