
 

Welcome to Wokingham Without Parish Council’s 2020-21 Annual Report. 
 

This time last year, as I sat and penned the annual council report for 2019-20, I reported that the year to early March 

2020 had been an exceptionally busy one for the council. Fast forward twelve months, and I think I can say that the 

past year has been a challenge like no other! As we were planning our annual meeting in early March 2020, news 

coverage of the virus was increasing and guidance was starting to emerge for those more vulnerable to stay at home. 

We managed to hold our Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 16th March, a somewhat slimmed down affair, but we 

were pleased to welcome Gregor Murray, the Wokingham Borough Council member for Climate Emergency and a 

number of our residents to the Howard Palmer Room to hear about ongoing work in the parish and the wider borough.  

 

A week after our parish meeting, we were plunged into the first national lockdown, and in early April the government 

passed legislation permitting councils to meet virtually. Our councillors quickly got to grips with digital meetings, and 

I am pleased to report that we have been able to maintain our normal schedule of meetings throughout the past 

twelve months.  

 

Whilst we have been able to continue council meetings, many of our normal activities have been impacted by the 

pandemic and the restrictions put in place to control the spread of the virus. One of our key functions is letting the St 

Sebastian’s Memorial Hall, which hosts many local groups and activities. The hall has unfortunately remained closed 

for much of the year, and whilst we were able to re-open in the autumn with additional measures in place for social 

distancing and additional cleaning, many of the activities that really help bring our community together, such as our 

Fit4Life classes are waiting until restrictions are lifted to recommence.  

 

In addition to the memorial hall, the council is responsible for the management of the Pinewood site. The pandemic 

has had a huge impact on the site. Whilst some of the clubs and activities have been able to adapt their activities to 

meet Covid-19 restrictions, others have been unable to safely do so. The parish council has sought to support the clubs 

and activities on site as much as we can, as we know how valued Pinewood is by local residents.  

 

The parish office, located at the Pinewood site, has also unfortunately had to remain closed for much of the last year. 

Our administrative staff were quickly able to adapt to working at home, whilst our grounds team and litter picker have 

continued to work on site and within the local community throughout the year.  

 

The past twelve months have had a significant impact on the council’s finances. With halls closed and restrictions on 

activities impacting the council’s income, we have relied heavily on our reserves to see us through the current year. 

With the ongoing uncertainty over the council’s income for the coming year, we have had to consider our budget very 

carefully. For Financial Year 21/22 our precept will increase by 9% or just over 10 pence per week for a Band D dwelling. 

Our precept remains around average within Wokingham Borough.  

 



Whilst the last year has been challenging, the council has continued to press forward with projects where the 

restrictions have permitted.  

We have continued to produce regular electronic newsletters, sharing updates on the council’s activities and relevant 

information and articles of interest to residents.  

 
 

 

We launched a new parish website to meet required new accessibility standards. The new website 

(www.wokinghamwithout-pc.gov.uk) allows us to better share news and information, as well as making it easier for 

residents to find out more about the parish council. We continue to develop the website, so welcome feedback from 

residents – please use the ‘contact us’ button on the website to send us your comments.  

 

The Pinewood site has seen the delivery of new outdoor picnic benches and seating, kindly provided by our neighbours 

Johnson and Johnson Medical Ltd which has enhanced the meadow area, pond area and toddler play area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Images of newsletters and the new website 

Figure 2 Images of new picnic benches and improvements to 
the meadow area 

http://www.wokinghamwithout-pc.gov.uk/


Following the addition of new play equipment in the toddler play area adjacent to Pinewood Hall last March, we have 

continued to develop the play areas with new fencing, play surfacing and signage. We have recently taken delivery of 

additional outdoor seating which should be installed over the coming weeks.  

 

 

In the summer the parish council match funded the replacement of the windows in the scout hut at the Pinewood site. 

Home to the second Crowthorne scouts, this building is well used by local community groups and hosts many 

community activities, and the council was pleased to help with its refurbishment. 

 

 

In addition to supporting the scouts, the council has given grants to 17 local organisations to support the valuable 

work they do for our residents and two match funded Wokingham Sports Awards for local residents aged under 18 

who excel in individual sports.  

 

 

In the late summer we were pleased to install a new covered cycle shelter at Pinewood, which we hope will help 

support residents to choose more active travel options when visiting the site.  

Figure 3 Images of playground improvements delivered over the past year 

Figure 4 The Scout Hut at Pinewood, with new windows 

Figure 5 Some of the local groups we have support with grant money this year 



 

 

In the wider community, the council has funded surfacing improvements to footpath 10 near Ludgrove and worked 

with Wokingham Borough Council on improvements to Byway 28 between Nine Mile Ride and Heathlands Road. 

 

 

Earlier this year we published a walking route map entitled ‘A slow walk to Wokingham’ which covers the Byway 28 

route from the Memorial Hall to Wokingham Town Centre.  

This beautifully hand drawn map, which is available to view and download from the parish website, features pictures 

and a description of the route. We hope that residents will enjoy trying out the walk.  The parish council has agreed 

to fund further improvements to this byway later this year, with the aim of creating an all-weather off-road cycling 

and walking route between the parish and Wokingham town centre.   

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6 New covered cycle parking at Pinewood 

Figures 7  Upgrades to Footpath 10 (left) and Byway 28 (Right) 

Figure 8 Images of the downloadable walking map for Byway 28 



 

In the autumn of 2020, the car park at the popular Heath Lake site was resurfaced with tarmac and new cycle parking 

hoops installed. This was a joint project with Wokingham Borough Council which was funded by the parish council.  

 

 

We have continued to promote the Adopt-a-street scheme and have delivered litter picking equipment to local 

residents who have signed up to keep their local streets free of litter.   

We are pleased to report that we have also recently signed up some local teens who are using their volunteer time to 

litter pick in the community as part of their work towards their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze awards.  

Going forward, we are working with Crowthorne Parish Council and CROW to bring forward a litter free strategy for 

the wider Crowthorne community. 

  

 

The council staff regularly report issues in the local community, including fly tipping, highways damage, overflowing 

bins and broken street signs. 

Residents can also report these issues directly to Wokingham Borough Council either through the borough’s website 

or through the ‘fix my street’ app on a smartphone.  

Figure 9 The official re-opening of the resurfaced car park at Heath Lake, October 2020 

Figure 10 Examples of littering and fly tipping issues 



 

 

We are very pleased to support the work of the Wokingham Without Heritage Group who have now published ‘A 

history of Pinewood Sanatorium’.  

The book covers the fascinating history of the Pinewood site since it was developed as a tuberculosis hospital in the 

very early twentieth century.  

Details of where you can buy a copy of the book, priced at just £4, are available on the council website. 

 

 

 

This brings me to the behind-the-scenes work the officers and councillors attend to. 

Much of the detailed business of the council is undertaken in small working groups and routinely by the office staff. 

Where decisions are required these are made at full council meetings. The council meetings, whilst now held online, 

are still open to the public, and we would be delighted to see the public attend and asking questions of council. Please 

contact the parish office to get the link to join our meetings.  

In addition to our role of reviewing local planning applications, the parish council continues to engage with Wokingham 

Borough Council on matters relating to strategic planning. Progress on the borough’s Local Plan from 2026-2036 

appears to have further stalled, with questions being raised about the viability of further development in Grazeley, 

which had been identified as a location for delivering a significant proportion of the future housing need for the 

borough. We await further news on what impact this change in direction for the local plan may have for our parish.  

In relation to the development of land in the north of the parish in the current local plan cycle, we expect plans for the 

Southern Distributor Road to be reviewed by the borough council’s planning committee in March. Progress with 

delivery of the road will mean that we are likely to start to see more progress with proposals for the housing and other 

amenities that will be delivered with it, including a new community centre and the much-anticipated sports hub at 

Grays farm. The parish council continues to work with the borough to highlight the importance of connectivity with 

the existing parish and are particularly looking at walking and cycling routes in this respect.  

A proposal for around 180 homes at Ravenswood village was rejected by Wokingham Borough Council and the 

timeframe for taking the decision on this application to appeal has now passed.  

Figure 11 Examples of potholes and highways damage 

Figure 12-  A History of Pinewood Sanatorium book published by 
the Wokingham Without Heritage Group 



I had hoped to be able to report this year that the work on the Pinewood leases, which has been ongoing for many 

years, had finally been resolved. Alas, whilst we have made significant progress, the end goal of completing the 

renewal of the leases has not yet been achieved.  We continue to work with the tenants and with Wokingham Borough 

Council to resolve the differences that remain, and we are optimistic that we will get these completed this year. 

And now to our people … 

Katy, our Parish Clerk, is ably supported by Deputy Clerk Sarah Koudijs and Assistant Clerk Sharon Way. Whilst they 

are currently predominantly working at home in line with government guidance, they are still responding to queries 

and requests from residents, and details of how to contact the office are on our website.  

The grounds team have worked to continue to improve and enhance the Pinewood site for residents and visitors, and 

our part-time litter picker has also been diligently improving the cleanliness of our part of Crowthorne and reporting 

on fly tipping and other issues as he goes on his rounds.  

My thanks go to the whole team for their continued dedication.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our councillors for their and hard work on behalf of the parish. This 

year has been exceptionally challenging, but our members (pictured right) have adapted and risen to that challenge 

to continue to serve our local community.  

I would also like to thank our borough councillors (Angus Ross, Pauline Hellier-Symons, and Chris Bowring, pictured 

right framed in green) for their contributions to the parish. In particular Angus for his unstinting efforts behind the 

scenes at borough to bring the plight of Pinewood leases to senior staff attention. 

On a sadder note, we learnt in January of the passing of one of our former councillors, Jack Shill. Jack served as a parish 

council for more than 10 years. Our deepest condolences go to his wife Sylvia and his family and friends.  

 

 
Figure 13 Parish Councillors and Borough Councillors for Wokingham Without 



Looking ahead to the next 12 months, the council has been working on plans for the land surrounding the memorial 

hall. You have heard this evening about work to bring forward a Men’s Shed for our community, potentially utilising 

this land, and we hope to be able to report more on this in the near future.  

At Pinewood, our sudden shift to working differently, with our admin team mostly being based at home, has meant 

that plans for expanding the parish office have been put on hold. We gained planning consent for a small extension, 

but the current situation means the council needs to take stock and consider what is needed, going forward.   

A project to improve Dickie’s Pond was commissioned in the autumn of 2020 and some preparatory works have 

commenced, but the project was delayed by weather conditions. Once ground conditions improve we hope our 

appointed contractor can make a start on de-silting the pond to ensure the longer term future of this well-loved area 

of the Pinewood site.  

Some further improvements to the adventure play area have been scheduled, to replace a broken piece of equipment 

and enhance the play value of the equipment for our youngest guests.  

We continue to work on our Neighbourhood Plan, to ensure that residents get a say in how this community develops 

over the next fifteen years or so. The pandemic has stalled our preparations for public consultation activities, but we 

have made some progress with scoping out ideas for the plan. If you are interested in getting involved, or want to 

know more, please do get in contact with our Clerk. 

Looking towards the summer, we hope to be able to recommence ‘physical’ council meetings at the Memorial Hall as 

the lockdown restrictions are lifted, and we welcome residents to attend our meetings and get involved with the parish 

council. Details of our future meetings, and how to attend, are on our website: www.wokinghamwithout-pc.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wokinghamwithout-pc.gov.uk/

