
 

Annual Report 2021-22 

Welcome to the Annual report for Wokingham Without Parish Council, and my first report as Chairman 

of the parish council. In May 2021, at the council’s Annual meeting, we were gradually opening up 

from the country’s third lockdown instigated in early January, the council appointed me as Chairman 

following an eight-year tenure from our former Chairman, Councillor Ken Newland. My thanks must 

first go to Ken for his leadership of the council over this time, and to my fellow councillors, for 

entrusting me with this position.  

Our council year began with the removal of our legal ability to hold virtual meetings. This legislation 

lapsed early in May 2021. However, thanks to the work of our staff team and councillors, the council 

was able to meet safely, socially distanced, face to face from June 2021.  

Our return to face-to-face meetings and concerns over covid meant that with regret, Councillor Bob 

Gough resigned from the council. Our thanks go to Bob for his many years of dedicated services to the 

council.  

It saddens me to also report that in November 2021, councillor Doreen Dye passed away. Doreen was 

a committed environmentalist and brought a great deal of knowledge and expertise on biodiversity to 

the council.  

We also learnt in March 2022 that Peter Sturgess, a long-standing councillor with more than fifty years’ 

service passed away. Peter stepped down from the council in 2019 but had served since 1967 and was 

instrumental in helping set up Pinewood as we know it today. Peter was granted freedom of the parish 

in 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also welcomed two new councillor, Pauline Jordan in June 2021 and Kevin Whitehead in 

February 2022.   

 

 



Investment at Pinewood 

Late spring 2021 saw significant activity to the pond area at Pinewood, working to remove silt residues 

built up over many years, and to help ensure the pond doesn’t dry up in the warmer weather. This is 

a project that had been many, many months in the planning, following serious concerns about the 

water levels in the pond over recent summers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the work to the pond area, the council has invested in additional benches and seating, and 

carried out work to improve the meadow area between the pond and the football pitches, which has 

proved very popular with site users.  

 

In early summer 2021, new playground equipment was installed in both play areas at Pinewood, 

including a revamp of the toddler equipment in the main adventure playground. A new basket swing 

and an improved tower unit with slide was installed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



During the summer, following a spate of fly tipping incidents and an incursion on the site earlier in the 

spring which caused damage to our site gates and to the football pitch area, new CCTV was installed 

at Pinewood. These new cameras provide greater security for site users. Other improvements to the 

car park and site entrance area, including re-lining, fencing repairs and improved lighting have been 

carried out during the year.  

 

In the late spring and summer of 2021, a joint project between the parish council and the Pinewood 

Allotment Association resulted in a successful application to Wokingham Borough Council for funding 

to replace fencing at the Pinewood allotments.  Work was completed in September, providing a much-

improved secure fence, new gate, noticeboard and signage to the popular allotment site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October, the council took delivery of two wooden-clad shipping containers at Pinewood. During the 

uncertainly of covid, the council has done all it can to support the clubs on site, and this project is an 

example of how we’ve helped a club to reduce their running costs by providing cost-effective on-site 

storage to the EBOS Theatre Group.  



 

The council was grateful to Squires Garden Centre for the donation of two Christmas trees for the local 

community again this year, one of which was located at Greenwood Road shops, and the other at 

Pinewood.  

 

 

The beginning of this year saw works being carried out to replace fencing around the community 

orchard, which is located behind the football pitches, on the site of the original Pinewood Hospital 

orchard. The new, rigid fencing will provide better protection for the trees from stray footballs! 

 

 

 



Recently, a contractor has been appointed to support a refurbishment project for Pinewood Hall.  The 

council will be working on plans to upgrade the interior of the building to provide better facilities for 

the local community. This is a major project for the council, and we look forward to publishing more 

details of the plans for this in the near future.  

 

 

 

Investment and activities across the parish 

St Sebastian’s Memorial Hall 

Work began in the autumn to bring forward improvements to the St Sebastian’s Memorial Hall. New 

NEST heating controls were added, and early in 2022, the hall’s windows were replaced. Both projects 

will improve the energy efficiency of the building and reduce the impact of rising energy costs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Work to bring forward public open space in the field surrounding the hall, as well as an extension to 

the hall car park, is ongoing, and the council continues to support the aims of a local group keen to 

establish a Men’s Shed facility, who presented at our 2021 Annual Parish meeting.  



 

Wokingham Without Byway 28 

In March, work began on a project to resurface the byway running from Hatch Ride, through the 

Gorrick Woodland, towards Wokingham town centre. This is a significant and costly project for the 

parish council which aims to deliver improved pedestrian and cycle access from the parish into 

Wokingham and we hope it will be well-used over the coming months.  

 

Work on the section running from Heathlands Road through the Gorrick woodland commenced on 

9th May. This is a section of Byway extending just over a kilometre, and is expected to be completed 

by the early summer.  

 

Other council activities 

On 17th June, the first meeting of the re-established Crowthorne and Wokingham Without 

Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) was held virtually. The meeting was established following a ‘Have 

Your Say’ event organised by Thames Valley Police the previous year, and concerns from residents 

over anti-social behaviour issues.  

The meeting was well attended by residents, both parish councils and Thames Valley Police along with 

both Bracknell Forest and Wokingham Borough Councils. Since the first meeting a further two 

meetings have been held, and the group continues to provide a platform for residents and local 

stakeholders to discuss concerns.  

 

In December, the council was pleased to approve more than £10,000 in grant funding for local 

organisations who provide valuable services to Wokingham Without residents.  



 

In January, the council approved the budget for the next financial year. Despite the continued impact 

of Covid, the council’s prudent budgeting and careful management of resources has enabled us to 

restrict the increase in the precept to 4%.  

Also in January, the parish council reviewed and commented on Wokingham Borough Council’s draft 

Local Plan Update. Once approved, this document identifies the key locations for new housing and 

community infrastructure within the borough between 2026 and 2038. Of particular concern to the 

parish council was a proposal for an extension of 835 new homes to the South Wokingham SDL and 

the future of Pinewood. Wokingham Borough Council is expected to complete the process of 

reviewing comments by early June 2022, and it is anticipated that revised proposals will go forward to 

examination later in the year.   

 

In early April, the council took part in the Keep Britain Tidy ‘Big Litter Pick’ event, and we extend our 

grateful thanks everyone who volunteered their time to help tidy up the parish.  

 

If you’d like to find out more about how you can help keep your street free of litter, or if you’re looking 

for a volunteering activity for the Duke of Edinburgh scheme, please do contact us for details of our 

‘Adopt A Street’ program.  

 

 



Looking ahead 

In the year ahead, the council expects to complete the larger projects already mentioned; the 

Pinewood Hall refurbishment, opening up the land at St Sebastian’s Memorial Hall and completing the 

upgrade of Byway 28.  

We also hope to finalise the renewal of the Pinewood leases, which will provide greater security and 

stability to the clubs on site and allow them to invest for their futures.  

 

Councillor vacancies 

At the time of writing, the council still has two vacancies. If you feel inspired by what you read in our 

report, please do make contact with our Clerk, Katy, to find out more about what is involved.  

 

 

 

Thanks for reading our report. If you have any questions, please do contact our Clerk, Katy, or contact 

us via our website.  

 

Cllr Aaron Plume 

Chairman, Wokingham Without Parish Council 
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