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Wokingham Without Parish Council 

Minutes of the Part 1 Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 3rd April 2023 

 
In the St Sebastian’s Memorial Hall, Nine Mile Ride 

 
Commencing 7:30pm and concluding at 9:25pm 

 
Present: Councillors L Foxwell, R Fenny, P Jordan, N Martin, A Plume, J Rogers, S Turtle and K 

Whitehead.  Borough Councillor C Bowring. Debbie Gooch – Clerk and Sharon Way – 
Deputy Clerk.  Locum Clerk – Steven Milton.  One member of the public. 

Apologies: Councillors C Lancaster, J Millett, K Newland. Borough Councillors D Davis, and P Helliar-
Symons. 

  
22/180 WELCOME 

Cllr Plume welcomed Debbie Gooch to her first meeting as Clerk to the Council.   
 

22/181 ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Lancaster, Millet and Newland and B/Cllrs Davis 
and Helliar-Symons. 
 

22/182 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None. 
 

22/183 MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

a) Cllr Plume invited comments on Parts 1 and 2 of the minutes of the meeting held on 
Monday 6th March 2023.  

 

Following a proposal from Cllr Turtle and seconded by Cllr Martin it was: 
RESOLVED: Minutes of the meeting, Monday 6th March were AGREED. 
 
b) Matters arising from the minutes of 6th March. 
None.  

 
22/184 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

A member of the public stated that Oaklands school is to be closed for polling day and asked 
whether an alternative venue could not be found.  B/Cllr Bowring stated that it was the only 
suitable venue that had been found in the ward.  Members suggested that the Morgan Centre or 
the Crowthorne parish hall may be suitable, as they are close, albeit slightly outside the parish.  
B/Cllr Bowring agreed to follow-up these suggestions with WBC officer Andrew Moulton. 
 
The member of the public also asked whether there was a plan to resurface Nine Mile Ride, due 
to its very poor condition.  B/Cllr Bowring confirmed that WBC planned to resurface this road in 
the next 12 months.  B/Cllr Bowring could not state exactly when within this period the works 
would be undertaken.  Cllr Plume and Cllr Fenny encouraged residents to report the poor state of 
Nine Mile Ride on the WBC website.  
 

22/185 BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ BRIEFING 
B/Cllr Bowring and members discussed issues relating to illegal and potentially dangerous parking 
on Ellis Road adjacent to the entrance to Oaklands Infant School.  B/Cllr Bowring stated that the 
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matter was the subject of ongoing discussion with the acting headteacher.  Members discussed 
enforcement of the parking restrictions. 
 
B/Cllr Bowring stated that a small number of pupils had been unable to gain entry to year 7 of 
Edgebarrow school.  WBC are in discussions with BFC regarding the provision of an additional 
year 7 form. 
 
B/Cllr Bowring stated that a planning application had been submitted for Men’s Shed and noted 
WWPC’s comments. 
 
B/Cllr Bowring stated that B/Cllr Helliar-Symons was in discussion with BFC regarding speeding 
along Old Wokingham Road and the possible provision of a crossing to provide pedestrian access 
to the SANG.  Cllr Turtle stated that there was also a speeding issue on New Wokingham Road, 
and that any measures historically taken to address this are not working. 
 
Cllr Rogers stated that the streetlights outside Oakham Park should be removed as they are 
damaging TPO protected trees. 
 
Cllr Plume stated that members are happy to assist WBC given their detailed understanding of 
the issues along Old Wokingham Road.  Cllr Fenny noted the ongoing drainage and flooding 
issues in the parish. 
 

22/186 CLERK’S REPORT 
The Locum Clerk stated that he had enjoyed working with an excellent team and wished council 
well. 
 
The Locum Clerk reported that the litter pick was a great success, with 26 volunteers collecting 
over 30 bags of litter. 
 
The Locum Clerk reported that the tree works requested by BFC have been completed, and that 
the company has been requested to quote for some further tree works, including a sweet 
chestnut near the allotments.  The total cost quoted for the works is £1766 inclusive of VAT. 
 
The Locum Clerk stated that the boiler in the Howard Palmer Room has been serviced and 
repaired.  With respect to the flooring subsidence, the insurance company requested that WWPC 
will need to clear out the blocked gully and repair a crack in the wall before they will indicate that 
it is likely that they will agree to fund the repairs, The Clerk agreed that the ground staff will be 
asked to check the works required and establish whether an external contractor is needed to 
carry out this work.   
 
Members discussed ongoing ground maintenance issues and agreed that the Clerk needed to 
review the current arrangements and put into place a longer-term solution. 
 
The Locum Clerk provided a summary of the following matters - electrical safety, the annual 
pension return, salary payments and CIL payments – as covered in the Clerks report circulated as 
appendix 7 of the agenda. 
 
With respect to Pinewood leases, the Locum Clerk stated that all outstanding issues had been 
concluded and submitted to WBC on Friday 31st March.  With respect to legal costs, Cllr Plume 
stated that the finance working group met to discuss the issues.  Cllr Foxwell stated that the 
outstanding Blandy & Blandy and Herrington Carmichael invoices had been paid.   
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Cllr Plume stated that final invoices have not been received yet.  Once received they will be 
scrutinised by the finance working group and a proposal will then be brought to council. 
 
It was agreed that an email with the bulleted points from the finance working group meeting 
would be circulated to members.  Cllr Plume stated that all councillors are welcome to attend the 
finance group meeting.  
 
The Locum Clerk reported that an action tracker had been prepared by the Deputy Clerk 
following the last meeting, and that this would be maintained. 
 
As noted in the Clerk’s report (appendix 7 of the agenda), the Locum Clerk has authorised the 
transfer of the remaining funds from the CIL account to the general fund.  The Council has now 
expended its full CIL receipts.  The account will remain available with a notional £10 balance 
pending future receipts. 
 
On behalf of the council, Cllr Plume thanked Steve Milton for his work as Locum. 
 

22/187 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE / OTHER MEETINGS  
a) Parish and Borough Forum – 6th March 2023. 

Cllr Foxwell and Cllr Martin reported on a meeting they had attended at the Wokingham 
Town Hall, where an external contractor employed by WBC sought opinions of how to 
improve borough services. 
 

Cllr Plume noted that there would be a parish / borough liaison meeting on 18th April, which he 
would be attending.  

  
22/188 POLICIES AND DOCUMENTATION TO REVIEW 

The Clerk referred to the following policies given in appendices to the agenda: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With respect to CCTV policy, Cllr Plume noted that it included references to the European 
Economic Area, and that the policy did not include a reference to the provision of CCTV material 
to WBC in furtherance of its statutory enforcement roles.  
 
The Clerk stated that no changes were proposed for policies B, C, D or E. 
 
Cllr Turtle discussed the flexible working policy.  Cllr Turtle referred to the ACAS flexible working 
policy and stated that some of the ACAS working is included in the WWPC policy but some is not.  
 
Cllr Plume suggested that the policy is adopted as it stands and that the Clerk then has an 
opportunity to review wording and bring an updated policy back to council for approval. 
 
Cllr Turtle agreed to draft an update to the Flexible Working Policy for consideration by the Clerk. 
 

Agenda 
Appendix 

Policy / Document name 

A CCTV 

B Flexible Working Policy 

C Training and Development Policy 

D WWPC (injury allowance) Pension Regulation 

E WWPC Policy Statement Discretionary 
Functions 
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Cllr Plume summarised and agreed actions for the Clerk, firstly that the CCTV policy is updated as 
outlined above, secondly that the Flexible Working Policy is adopted as it stands but it will be 
reviewed by the Clerk and an updated version brought back to council for approval in 3 months. 
  
Following a proposal from Cllr Turtle and seconded by Cllr Plume it was: 
RESOLVED: Subject to the actions above, the policies given in appendices A to E of the agenda 
were AGREED. 
 

22/189 BUS SERVICES – SERVICE 125 
The Locum Clerk stated that WBC had asked WWPC to consider making a financial contribution 
to the operation of the bus service 125.  Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk 
would advise WBC that in principle WWPC would not make a financial contribution as provision 
of bus services is not an activity within the scope of the parish council. 
 

22/190 HONEY HILL TRAFFIC ORDERS 
Cllr Martin updated members on a recent FOI request to WBC regarding the change of speed 
limit along Waterloo Road, and recent exchange of correspondence with Stephen Conway and 
Paul Fishwick.  Cllr Martin stated that a further FOI request has been submitted to WBC asking 
whether and a what stage the police were consulted on the change of speed limit along Waterloo 
Road.  Cllr Martin has also written to the police to request the same information. 
 
Cllr Martin stated that it was now time to involve the press in the matter. 
 
Cllr Rogers suggested that the matter should be raised at the next WBC Executive Committee 
meeting.  Cllr Turtle suggested that Wokingham Town Council (WTC) should be consulted to 
establish the process that was undertaken to reduce the speed limit along Waterloo Road. 
 
Following discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Martin would determine the date of the next 
Executive Committee meeting and consider a question and supplementary question on this 
matter.  It was also agreed that Cllr Martin would make enquiries with the Clerk of WTC to 
establish the process for the speed limit change along Waterloo Road. 
 
Cllr Plume noted that an Extraordinary Executive meeting would be held on 20th April. 
 

22/191 CORONATION OF KING CHARLES – HEATHLAKE VOLUNTEERING DAY 
Cllr Turtle stated that no further information has been provided. 
 
It was agreed that if the event went ahead it would be supported in principle by the council and a 
small contribution, up to circa £50, could be made towards refreshments from the Chairman’s 
allowance. 
 

22/192 PLANNING 
A. To receive and confirm comments from members on current planning applications 

(circulated 9th, 16th, 24th and 29th March). 
Comments were received and confirmed.  A member raised the matter of the lawful 
certificate notification for mobile units for residential purposes.  Following discussion, it 
was agreed draft text would be forwarded to the Deputy Clerk. 
  

B. To note comments submitted and updates received on planning applications previously 
circulated via email to members on the dates specified above (as given in appendix 13B of 
the agenda). 
Noted. 
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22/193 FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

A. To receive a report on outstanding balances (as given in appendix 14A of the agenda). 
The report was received. 
   

B. To note payments both made and payments due (as given in appendices 14B(i) and 14B(ii) 
of the agenda). 
  

C. To receive a detailed income and expenditure report and financial performance against 
budget report to 31st February (as given in appendix 14C of the agenda).  
The report was received.  Cllr Turtle updated members on the history of costs and income 
for the Pinewood Sanatorium book.  It was agreed that there should be both cost and 
income lines in the budget for the history book and the Clerk would follow this up with 
the Deputy Clerk, Finance.   
  

D. To receive a report of salary expenditure year to date (as given in appendix 14D of the 
agenda). 
The report was received.  
 
Following a proposal from Cllr Rogers and seconded by Cllr Foxwell it was: 
RESOLVED: Items A-D, above, were AGREED  
 

22/194 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS  
Cllr Plume thanked Steve Milton for his work as Locum Clerk and welcomed Debbie Gooch as the 
new Clerk.  Cllr Plume stated that he did not intend to stand as Chairman for the following year.  
Cllr Fenny thanked Cllr Plume for his hard work, this was seconded by Cllr Martin.   
 

22/195 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 7.30 PM ON MONDAY 15th May 2023 
Cllrs Whitehead and Fenny provided apologies for absence from the 15th May meeting. 
 

22/196 MEETING CLOSED AT 9:25 PM 

 
 
 
 
Signed: …………............…….............................   Date: 15th May 2023 


